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Cambium Farms is a surviving example of the historic Ontario farmstead, a property that has certain 
defining characteristics that make up this unique typology. Farmstead features relate to the land itself. 
Often these properties have a large acreage, with mature tree clusters along the front yard and agricultural 
fields along the back portion of the lot. These sites can typically be accessed through drive lanes on the 
property, as well as the front driveway leading to the different structures on site. 

The built structures can consist of a number of buildings, including the brick farmhouse, as well as a 
carriage house, wood-framed barn, and outbuildings and silos. The lot itself is defined by an orientation 
to the town’s concession road. The concession road itself is often bordered by green fields, with other 
farms separated by hedgerows.  

Dating back to 1873, the Cambium Farms barn, which spans 4,500 sq ft, consists of historic elements 
typical in similar structures of its day, particularly the vertical wide-board siding and the wood frame, 
exposed beams, posts and rafters, as well as the concrete silo positioned at the front of the barn. A historic 
brick farmhouse and carriage house are also on site. These structures are situated within 50 acres of land. 

Unlike many farmsteads in Ontario, ownership of the Cambium Farms has exchanged hands only a 
few times in its history. Owned and operated by the Williams family, they decided to transition the site 
into a working event space after daughter Kaitlynn hosted her own wedding. Since then, it has become 
a premiere event venue in Ontario for those looking for a historic and rustic flourish that celebrates 
Ontario’s unique farmstead typology.

Celebrating ontario
farmsteads
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oUtbUildings in ConCrete
Historic farmstead properties are a common sight throughout rural Ontario. The large acreage lots often 
contain a combination of built structures and landscape features, including the brick farmhouse, the 
wood-framed barn, outbuildings, silos and mature trees.

These aspects served as inspiration for the two new amenity buildings added to the Cambium Farms 
barn. Sparked by the concrete silo on site, the team decided to use concrete for the structures of the 
buildings, while using the unique board-form technique to pay homage to the traditional wood-sided 
barn. All new construction was made to be compatible with the surrounding concrete outbuildings, 
while referencing the adjacent barn’s vertical exterior siding. Salvaged wood siding, floorboards, and 
timbers were used in a modern application on the interior, to ensure the inside of the building’s new 
spaces compliments the barn’s exposed interior structure.

The project was the tallest board-form application poured in a single pour, with no horizontal construction 
joints, completed by Calibre Concrete. The height of the walls of the outbuilding posed specific challenges 
for the team. Concrete was unable to be poured directly from the top of the structure. Instead, it was 
pumped in from the bottom in order to aid with the even flow on each side of the rebar. This was executed 
all while ensuring the concrete was vibrated appropriately to avoid honeycombing and maintaining a 
consistent architectural aesthetic, marking the visible look of the board-formed concrete. The largest 
of the concrete walls has exposed concrete on the exterior and interior, with Thermomass sandwiched 
in between. This allowed for an insulated wall, while still achieving the desired aesthetic of exposed 
concrete. 

New structures inspired by historic material, including board-formed concrete (left) and salvaged timber beams (right) - 
2019 (Nathan Cyprys
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eXPanding for
Year-roUnd Use

Upgrading the historic barn for modern requirements of a 21st-century event space required two new 
additions to house washrooms, a catering kitchen and to add exterior access to the basement level. 
It was vital to ensure these new structures were compatible with the barn, while being visually tucked 
within the barn’s scale, as the size and grandeur of the barn was an important element to maintain. 

Before the project, Cambium Farms only operated events two seasons of the year. To increase capacity 
on the site during the winter months, the team looked to optimize the basement level of the barn, 
transforming the space into an intimate second venue called The Byre. The stone walls of the basement 
were kept and repaired, while a new ceiling structure supported the floor of the barn above.

This part of the project allowed the team an opportunity to explore modern structural applications 
of timber. The use of glulam posts and an NLT (nail-laminated timber) ceiling provided the required 
structural support while interpreting the historic timber systems. The south addition creates a formal 
entry, vestibule and cloakroom for the venue, while the east addition provides much needed amenity 
space — including washrooms and a catering kitchen.

Ontario farmsteads are a typology important to conserve as our smaller towns look to add density 
in response to rising populations. Cambium Farm showcases the value and opportunity provided by 
conserving these farmsteads. Not only does Cambium Farm celebrate its own history, but its adaptive 
reuse has been a contributor to a new local economy in Caledon centred around events and tourism. 
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ProjeCt team
Owner: Cambium Farms 
Contact: Colin Williams, President 
cwilliams@cambiumfarms.com

Architect: ERA Architects 
Contact: Philip Evans, Principal; Shelley Ludman, Associate 
PhilipE@eraarch.ca, ShelleyL@eraarch.ca

Engineer: Revive Engineering 
Contact: Matthew Reid, President 
mreid@reviveng.com

General Contractor: Colin Williams 
cwilliams@cambiumfarms.com

Material Supplier: Calibre Concrete 
Contact: Trevor Pennings, Project Manager, Director 
trevor@calibreconcrete.ca


