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The pavilion building’s cast-in-place concrete exterior is given texture through chiselling, exposing the locally-
sourced aggregate within. This type of finish is rare in Canada but prevalent in Europe, where it is valued for
its rich texture and anti-graffiti properties. The concrete trade on site had never produced this finish before,
and therefore multiple mock-ups of the building exterior walls were used to test pneumatic and electric
chisels, varying bits and pressures. The concrete was chiseled by hand ensuring a unique finish that provides
visual stimulation and blends well with the park’s rough-hewn character. 

The aggregates in the concrete are locally sourced, linking the concrete structure to the sculptural gabion
privacy screen that displays a gradient of the generations of rubble used to build the Spit, including brick,
concrete, steel, and plastic elements sourced with the TRCA’s permission from the Park’s shoreline. In this
project, concrete was not just a building material, but a core aspect of the design that ties the pavilion to its
surroundings – demonstrating that the Spit is both a man-made construction, as well as a place of natural
beauty and ecological importance.

The pavilion and surrounding landscape were designed to be durable and resilient, given their heavy use and
the limited surveillance of the site by Park’s staff. The design relies upon the native properties of the materials
in both the landscape and architecture to withstand all forces applied against them. All building materials and
systems were chosen for their durability and longevity: they are locally sourced, bird-friendly, vandal-proof,
and require little to no maintenance.

Project Overview



The site design seeks to demonstrate best practices in low-impact development by creating a built-space knit
into its natural setting, structured with landscaped berms and bioswales to support stormwater management,
habitat expansion, and visual screening strategies. An extension of the Martin Goodman Trail passes adjacent
to this area allowing for seamless bicycle and pedestrian access into the Park, and the entrance multi-use trail
is re-imagined as a “tabletop” pedestrian priority area - an elevated roadbed just beyond the pavilion. This
tabletop can be transformed into an event space for the bird migration festival, the butterfly festival, and the
other programs. The tabletop is contiguous with the pavilion and controlled by a series of gates that remove
significant conflicts currently experienced on site between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. 


